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rp) [an ee ee Tn!’ C x[fered here, although German 
Secause of Krooe s Nazi PASE ncaa making co-produc- 

: ; tions with Austrian companios: 
fare able to have their films 
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By JAMES FERON | , 
Special to The New York Tinies 

JERUSALEM (Isracliy Sec- 
tor), Dec, 14—"Goldfinger,” one 
of the most popular films 
shown in Isracl in years, was! + 
banned today because of the] } 
Nazi past of Gert Frobe, who 
plays the title role. 

“The 52-year-old German ac- 
tor, Whose film villainy is 
thwarted by James Bond, fell 
victim in Israel to a nine-year- 
old law outlawing German- 
made films’ or those including 
wartime Nazis, 

The film version of Ian Flem- 
ing’s novel of Agent 007, “Gold- 
finger” tells the story of a plot) ; 
by the title character to take, 
over Fort Knox. . 

“Goldfinger” has been seen 
by 227,000 Israclis during its 
six-week run. Scalpers have 


robe Calls Ban ‘Stupid’ 


PARIS, Dec. 14. (Reuters)~-; _ 
Gert Frobe said tonight he was 
upset that Isracli censors had 
jbanned “Goldfinger.” ' 

“It is too stupid for words," 
he declared at his hotel hore. 
I’ve made 80 films and nobody 
4 lever bothered to ask me if I 

j Was a Nazi. If they had I would 
jhave told them straight.” ' 
| Mr. Frobe said the fact ap- 
jpedred to have become a sensa- 
Ition when an interviewer asked 
jif he would have acted in the 
; Same way as General von Chol- 
| titz, who refused Hitler's. order 
to burn Paris. kart | 
| “I was tupid”” Mr, Frobe/ 
‘said. ‘Instead of giving a} 
i stvaightforward reply I told} 
him story of how, as a young 
: p ‘Member of. Vazi pi 
-been getting $4 to $6 for 65-cent en = iin ee tn 
tickets and fights have broken) | Vienna during the war, ‘The fact! 
-out in the crush for scats. | j w ithat I helped them was proved| 

More than one million Is- ; Gert Froba jafter the war before I was ale 
raclis were expected to sec the)... 7. . + on temect eee et — Jowed to start work again.) - 
film, according to its local dis-. 13-Member Panel | "One could understand it If 
ivibutors, but now it will be) Né politica} it had been an officer or some-! 
‘removed by Friday following ‘The authority fox the pahtica ithing. But I was nothing i 
the ban, It is currently playing. Cc4sorship is a 1956 Cabinet de- absolute nobody. ” WT 
‘in Tel Aviv, Haifa and Ramat cision that was accepted by the ee : 
Gan. ; censorship board, an 18-member} if 
; 7 ee oe body of various professionals}. Tnony Is Seen 

Gave Interview to Press headed by & Government em-/ Arnold Picker, executive vicel 
The film censorship hoard ‘Pioye appointed by the Ministry lpresident of United Artists dis- 
banned the film after Mr. Frohe of the ‘terior. tributors ‘of "Goldfinger," exe 
gave an interview to the Paris’ The board also censors filmS!pressed surprise last “night at 
correspondent of ‘an Israeli fur sex, violence and cruclty!the action of the Israeli censor- 
newspaper, Yediot Achronot, and can ban productions de-|ship board. | 
discussing his membership in ¢aming another country. Mr. Picker gaid he believed} 
the Nazi party. ;,. Some Israclis have expressedjthat ‘this was the first action 
Mr. Frobe explained that helthe view that the censorship offof its kind “at least in recent 
joined the party in 1929 at the! actors with Nazi pasts or films}years.” Other Jocal film indus- 
age of 16, attracted by tie/made by German companies be-!try sources agreed, and noted! 

“social platform” of the Nazis.|comes more difficult to Justify; the irony in the fact that cen-| 

He said'he had been a passive/Cach year, on ‘sorship of film personalities has, ; 
.member and that his mother! Officials similarly will’ bejuntit now, been practiced ex-| 
“had paid. hig dues, In any case,/faced in the next few days with jclusively by Arab League coun- 
che related, he had helped ajthe spectacle of Israclis fights! trios, 7 ‘ 

Jewish woman during the war.jing to get into the last ate “Goldfinger” went into world- 

He said he had met the woman|Zormances of “Goldfinger”. be-|wide release just a year ago 
when: both were. assigned to|fore it is removed _.{and, according to a United Ar 
work ina hospital in Vienna| : ‘The film censorship board is} tists source, has grossed. “close | 
in 1941. Mr. Frobe recalled that) Wnderstood’to have a blacklist to $15 million” dn the foreign aa 
he had hidden her in his apart-/@f actors, directors and-pro- market without meeting any | 
ment for the duration to save!“ rn“ censorship resistance, | 

| 


her from persecution, | : The Isracli market, although 

Under Tsvacli law, Mr. Frobe's: : ‘small, is considered one of the} : 
esmall part in “Those Magnifi«! ‘most lucrative per capita in the 
‘cent Men in Their Flying Ma- ‘world. In 1064 American dis-| : 
chines” will keep :that movie Xtibutors earned $2,596,000 on 
from local ‘theaters, The film, ‘the release of 160 films. In 
subtitled in Hebrew, ds in the ‘Israel, : on —— | : 
hands of Isracli distributors. . 


Plans to show “High Windi 
i. Jamaica” another in which; 
Mii. Fvobe appears, similariy 
have keen scrapped, The same, 
will apply to “Is Paris! 
Burning?" in which Mr, Frobe " 
plays the Nazi General Dietrich : 
von Choltitz, conunandant of 
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